S The 21st January 1957
. NeJdJL.i7/56/115.—1he following Act passed by the Parliameni aad
publis in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part I1—Section 1, dated
the 218t December 1956, is republished for general information.
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[Recéivéd the assent of the President on the 20ia December 1956]

THE HINDU MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1956
(73 of 1956) :

An
Act
to amend the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Seventh Year of the Republic of
India as follows :—

1. Short title—This Act may be called the Hindu Marriage (Amend-
ment) Act, 1956.

2. Amendment of Section 10.—In clause (d) of sub-section (1) of Sec-
tion 10 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 (25 of 1955), for the words “has,
immediately before”. the words “has, for a period of not less than three
years immediately preceding” shall be substituted.

- P. C. DAS,
for Secy. to the Govt. of Assam, Leg. & Tudl, Deptt.



: The 13th June 1955 1
- NoJLJL.26/55/49.—The following Act passed by the Parliament -and
blished in the: Gazette' of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section 1, dated
he 18th May 1955, is republished for general in formation :—

(Received the -assent of ithe President on the 18th May 1955)
. THE HINDU MAR}RIAQE ACT, 1955 (25 OF 1955)
An
" Act
" to amend -and codify the law relating to marriage among Hindus
‘Be it enacted by. Parliament in the Sixth Year of the Republic of India
s follows :—

"
.

Preliminary
1. ‘Short title and -extent.—(1) This Act may be called the  Hindu
arriage ‘Act, 1955.
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(2) It extends to the whole of India exce

3 - : le pt the State of Jammu and
Kashmir, and applies also to Hindus domiciled in the territories to which
this Act extends who are outside the said territories.

2. Application of Act.—(1) This Act applies—
(a) to any person who is a Hindu by religion in any of its forms

or developments, including a Virashaiva, a Lingayat or a follower .

of the Brahmo, Prarthana or Arya Samaj,

(b) to any person who is a Buddhist, Jaina or Si

ot religion,

(c) to any other person domiciled in the territories to which this

Act extends who ig not a Muslim, Christi i w_by religi
ten S 3 stian, Parsi or Je religion,
Enless it is proved that any such person would not have been gove%lned
rgs pt(t;ncet Iroifmdu la\}! o}{ by any custom or usage as part of that law in
any of the matters dealt with in i i
ielag with herein if this Act had not

- Explanation.—The following persons are Hindus. Buddhists, Jainas or

Sikhs by religion, as the case may be:—

e PRt e bt
gin;iurhe[];%de(:hg;,; ]g:ig?gb:resﬁihl ani-ﬁfgtfénmlif fwv;;l(l)osies %Toc;lgtlsnisug
e Ao belongédq;org]rﬁ‘umty, group or family to which such
dhist(,c?ia?gg girsg)irﬁhwi(ii g]iso r?. convert or re-convert to the Hindu, Bud-

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), ncithing

contained in this Act shall apply to the members of any S i

nta 5 j cheduled Tribe

within the meaning of clause (25) of article 366 of the %‘onstitution unrlles‘:

Ell}?e c(tlentral Government, by notification in the Official Gazette otherwise
S. :

(3) The expression ‘Hindu’ in any portion of this Act shall be construed

as if it included a person who, though not a Hindu b igi i

) ligion, is, never-
theless, a person to whom this Act a lics by vi 2t e isio
eless, 1 s virtue of -
o pplics by f the provisions con

3. Definitions.—In_this “Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) the expressions custom” and “usage” signify any rule which
having been continuously and uniformly observed for a long time,
has obtained the force of law among Hindus in any local area tribe,
community, group or family: t ;
Provided that the rule is certain and not unreas
! g C son
to public policy ; and PieinEp RS
Provided further that in the case of a rule appli
Pro : A cable o
family it has not been discontinued by the famﬂ}}:)l;) n
e (b) “district court” means, in.any area for which there is a eity
civil court, that court, and in any other area the principal civil court
of original jurisdiction, and includes any other civil court which may
l(jje s;t)f(:lﬁed hby'the. bt.a(tje Government, by notification in the Official
azette, as having juris iction in respect of the m: ith i
e p matters dealt with in
(c) “full blood” and “half blood”—two persons are said to be

related to each other by full blood when the :
( y are descended g -
common ancestor by the same wife and by half blood whefnrmtlil\eg g

are descended from a common ancestor but by different wives ;
7 ?

(d) “uterine blood”—two persons are said to be related to each
other by uterine blood when they are descended from a common ances-
tress but by different husbands

Explanation.—In clauses (¢) and (d), “ancestor”
father and “ancestress” the mother ;

(¢) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(f) (i) “sapinda relationship” with reference to any person extends
as far ‘as the third generation (inclusive) in the line of ascent through

" the mother, and the fifth (inclusive) in the line of ascent through the
father. the line being traced upwards in each case from the person con-
cerned, who is to be counted as the first generation ;

(i) two persons are said to be “sapindas” of each other if onc
is a lineal ascendant of the other within the limits of sapinda relation-
ship, or if they have a common lineal ascendant who is within the
limits of sapinda relationship with reference to each of them:
~ (g) *degrees of prohibited relationship”—two persons ‘arc said fo
be within the “degrees of prohibited relationship”—

(i) if one is a lincal ascendant of the other . or

(i) if one “was the wife or husband of a Tlineal ascendant or
descendant of the other ; or

(iii) if one was the wife of the brother or of the father’s or mother’s
brother or of the grandfather’s or grandmother’s brother of the
other ; or

(iv) if the two arc brother and sister, uncle and nicee, aunt and
nephew. of children of brother and sister or of two brothers
or of two sisters ;

Explanation.—For the purposes of clauses (f) and (g). relationship

includes—
(i) relationship by half or uterine blood as well as by full blood ;
(it) illegitimate bilood relationship as well as legitimate :
(iii) relationship by adoption as well as by blood ;
and all terms of relationship in those clauses shall be construed accord-
ingly.

4. Over-riding effect of Act.—Save as otherwise expressly provided in
this Act,— .

; (a) any text, rule or interpretation of Hindu law or any custom oOf
usage as part of that law in force immediately before the commence-
ment of this Act shall cease to have effect with respect to any matter
for which provision is made in this Act;

(b) any other law in force immediately before the commencement
of this Act shall cease to have effect in so far as it is inconsistent with
any of the provisions contained in this Act.

includes the

Hindu Marriages

5 Conditions for a Hindue marriage—A matriage may be solemnized
between any two Hindus. if the following conditions are fulfilled, namely :—
(i) neither pagty has a spouse living at the time of the marriage ;

(ii) neither party is an .diot or a lunatic at the time of the marriage :

(iii) the bridegroom has completed the age of eighteen years and

the bride the age of fifteen years at the time of the marriage ;

(iv) the parties are not within the degrees of prohibited relationship.
unless the custom Or usage governing each of them permits of

a marriage between the two -



or ‘usage i ‘
=3 il ey cach of them permits of a
vi) where ‘the bride has not completed the age of eighteen years

the consent of her guardian j 5
) ardian :
tained for the marrifge, 0 marriage, if :any, has been ob-

6. Guardianship in marri
: i _ rriage.—(1) Wherever th i
In marriage is necessary for a bride under this A?:t,c otiien;egsfoisgg:iﬁi:g

to’ give such consent T
narstl o shall be the following in the order specified hereunder,

(a) the father ;

(b) the mother ;

(c) the paternal grandfather :
(d) the paternal grandmothe;';

(e) the broth a1t ;
proloni er by full blood; as between brothers the elder being

(f) the brother by half g
the elder being prefer{'e.da;i blood; as bet

Provided that ide is Bivi < .
apvim Ik at the bride is living with him and is being brought

(g) the paternal uncl : i

il C‘é}d)fﬂ' o preferr?c?fa by full blood ; as between paternal uncles
the paternal uncle by half bicod -

by half blood the elder being prefemla?io:d!

Provided that ide is livi ¢ i
Upeos e the bride i living with him and is being brought

(i) the maternal grandfather ;
(i) the maternal grandmother ;

(k) the maternal uncl
the elder being preferrec(f: :e e

Provided that the:bride is Iivi i i

b he:bride is living with him and is being brought
5 (2) No person shall be entitle

the provisions of this section unle

or her twenty-first year,

o (3) Where any person entitle
e foregoing provisions refuses

ween brothers by half blood
as between paternal uncles

: as between maternal uncles

d to act as a guardian i i
n In marriage under
$s'such person has himself comp%ctecl his *

this® Act,
(5) Nothing in this Act sh

= ot . all affe ;

?;loltwgg injunction an intended marricatgéhi

R S¢ marriage consent is:required; th

7. Ceremonies fo
o ; i ' 1or' a ' Hindw ma‘rﬁa-ge. (1) A t !
sﬁh_SOlemngd m accordance with the customar) r'thdu Magriage: may
eI party thereto. y rites ‘and ceremonies of

(2) Where ‘such rites and ces ies i :
% £y ! nd ceremonies ‘include the j i
th:. ts?éi‘?:%l (;ifres)eveﬁ steps by the bndegmom“Emcl’thee b?gg@gid lt! e
o the' marriage “becomes complete i s
sevenéth iéep S p and binding when the
. % Registration of Hindu marriages—,
tating the proof of Hindy marriagez,g the (é{a

jqrisdicti_qn of a court to pro-
f in the interests of the bride
€ court thinks it necessary to

For' the purpose of facili
| [ facili-
te  Government may make

rules providing that the parties to any such marriage may have ‘the" parti-
culars relating to their marriage entered in such manner and subject to
sueh ‘conditions as may be prescribed in a Hindu Marriage Register kept
for the purpose.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the *State
Government may, if it is of opinion that it is necessary or expedient so to
do, provide that the entering of the particulars referred to in sub-section (1)
shall be compulsory in the State or in any part thereof, whether in all cases
or in such cases as may be specified, and where any such direction has been
issued, any person contravening any rule made in this behalf shall be punish-
able with fine which may extend to twenty-five rupees.

(3) All rules made under this section shall be laid before the State
Legislature, as soon ‘as may be, after they are made.

(4) The Hindu Marriage Register shall at all reasonable times be
open for inspection, and shall be admissible as evidence of the statements
therein contained and certified extracts therefrom shall, on application, be
given by the RegiStrar on payment to him of the prescribed fee. ¢

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, the validity of
any Hindu marriage shall in no way be affected by the omission to make
the entry. : ,

Restitution of conjugal rights and judicial separation

9. Restitution of conjugal rights.—(1) When either the husband or
the wife has, without reasonable excuse, withdrawn from the society of the
other, the aggrieved party may apply, by petition to the district court, for
restitution of conjugal rights and the court, on being satisfied of the truth
of ‘the statements made in such petition and that there is no legal ground
why the application should not be granted, may decree restitution of con-
jugal rights accordingly.

(2) Nothing shall be pleaded in answer to a petition for restitution 'of
conjugal rights which shall not be a ground for judicial separation or for
nullity of marriage or for divorce.

10. Judicial separation.—(1) Either party to a marriage, Wwhether
solemnized ‘before or after the commencement of this Act, may present a
petition to the district court praying for a decree for judicial separation
on the ground that the other party—

(a) has deserted the petitioner for a continuous period of not less
than two years immediately preceding the presentation of the petition ;

‘or
(b) has treated the petitioner with such cruelty as to cause a rea-
sonable apprehension in the mind of the petitioner that it will be
harmful or injurious for the petitioner to live with the other party; or

(c) has, for a period of not less than one year immediately preced-
ing the presentation of the petition, been suffering from a virulent

form iof 1eprosy,; of o, pprod 4 Mel oo Tha Biws geans %oy il Uty farwicnik

(d) hasy the presentation of the petition, been

] & .
{ f“] #r.... suffering: from venereal disease in a communicable form, the diseasc

not having been contracted from the petitioner ; or
(¢) has been continuously of unsound mind for a period’ of not

d-%‘uf less than two years immediately preceding the presentation of the
oling  petition : or

(f) has, after the solemnization of the marriage, had sexual inter-
‘course ‘with any person other than his or her spouse.



Explanation.—In this section, the expression “desertion”, with its gram-
matical variations and cognate cxpressions, means the desertion of the
petitioner by the other party to the marriage without reasonable cause and
without the consent or against the wish of such party, and includes the
wilful neglect of the petitioner by the other party to the marriage,

(2) Where a decree for judicial separation has been passed, it shall no
longer be obligatory for the petitioner to cohabit with the respondent, but
the court may, on the application by petition of cither party and on being
satisfied of the truth of the statemein(s made in such petition, rescind the
decree if it considers it just and reasonable to do so.

‘Nullity of Marriage and Divorce

11. Void marriages.—Any marriage solemnized after the commence-
ment of this Act shall be null and void and may, on a petition presented by
either party thereto, be so declared by a decree of nullity if it contravenes any
one of the conditions specified in clauses (i), (iv) and (v) of section 5.

12. Voidable marriages.—(1) Any marriage solemnized, whether
before or after the commencement of this Act, shall be-voidable and may be
annulled by a decree of nullity on any of i

(a) that the respondent was impotent at the time of the
and continued to be so until the institution of the proceeding : or

(b) that the marriage is in contravention of the condition specified
in clause (ii) of section 5 ; or

(c) that the consent of the petitioner, or where the consent of the
guardian in marriage of the petitioner is required under section 5, the
consent of such guardian was obtained by force or fraud : or

(d) that the respondent was at the time of the marriage pregnant
by some person other than the petitioner.
(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), no petition

for annulling a marriage— '

(a) on the ground specified in clause (c) of sub-section (1) shall be
entertained if—

(i) the petition is presented more than one year after the force had
ceased to operate or, as the case may be, the fraud had been
discovered ; or

(ii) the petitioner has, with his or her fu

other party to the marriage as husband or wife after the force
had ceased to operate or, as the case may be, the fraud had
been discovered ;

(b) on the ground specified in clause (d) of sub-s
be entertained unless the court is satisfied —

(i) that the petitioner was a
the facts alleged ;

(i) that proceedings have been instituted in the case of a marriage
solemnized before the commencement of this Act within one
year of such commencement and in the case of marriages
solemnized after such commencement within one year from the
date of the marriage ; and

(i) that marital intercourse with*the consent of the petitioner has
not taken place since the discovery by the petitioner . of the
existence of the grounds for a decree.

13.  Divorce.—(1) Any marriage solemnized.
the commencement of this Act, may,

Il consent, lived with the

ection (1) .shal]

t the time of the marriage ignorant of

ed, whether before or after
on ‘a petition presented by either the

' i t
husband or the wife, be dissolved by a decree of divorce on the ground tha
the other party—

' i) is living in adultery ; or T T
((11|)) ]lfaél‘;lélagsed to be ayHindu by convm:mgnfto anoﬂgﬁ{i ;ﬁgﬁgonpér{i)gd
en incurably of unsound mind for a cc £
(111) g? Snc?tecigss than thyree years immediately preceding the presenta

ti f the petition ; or L :
(iv) }tllz?sn f(())r a pegiod of not less than three years immediately fpéf;eda

ing’ the presentation of the petition, been suffering fr

irulent and incurable form of leprosy ; or ; . )

(v) K;rsu for a period of not less than three years 1m_medflately plll‘;

ced,ing the presentation of the petition, been suffering from ve
real disease in a communicable form; or 0 S
(vi) has renounced the world by entering any religious (f) S
(vii) has not been heard of as being alive for a period o seved yf ii
or more by those persons who would naturally have heard of it,
d that party been alive ; or ; )
(viii) 235 not rgsurged cohabitation for a space of two years Or 1;1;1
wards after the passing of a decree for judicial separation agai
A b s i estitution of conjugal
i s failed to comply with a decree for restitu §
Y ?iagbhtis:alflgr a periog yof two years or upwards after the passing
he decree. s F ¢ &
2) A \(;fifé fnay also present a petition for the dissolution of her mar
i divorce on the ground,— _
t e by(i)aige?heee c(zlfse of any marriage solemnized before the co_mme?ce:
" ment of this Act, that the husband had married again before
such commencement or that any other wife of the husband fm:l}t‘;
ried before such commencement w}?s ahy;:_ at t.he time o
8 ization of the marriage of the petitioner: iy i
bo}elgz‘lc;z\?i(]ied that in either case the other wife is alive at the
i of the presentation of the petition ; or 3
(i1) glrgte the husgand has, since the solemlr'nzatlon of the marriage,
en guilty of rape. sodomy or bestia ity.. :
14 Nge;l;titginn Xior div}l]rce to be presented Wlﬂl;]l_l thj;et; yg?rsSh(;fuml?;t
: i i i i in this Act, i
iage.—| otwithstanding anything coptamed in 1 A 1]
gage;)m(le)telr\l]t ‘fnclar any court to entertain any petition for dissolution og
aemcz:irrielljge by a decree of divorce, unless at ]t:he giate off tthhe Irjsgiﬁl;gél?n 0
iti lapsed since the date of the m :
theiee Ul B e lication made to it in accordance
Provided that the court may, upon appli et g 1L e
i rules as may be made by the High Cou behalf,
}mthetitlig}r: tg be presented before three years have elapsed s_mce] ‘ilhedggite
gf Iihe marriage on the ground that the case is one of exceptiona ard ?
to the petitioner or of exceptional depravity on the part of thehrespgc;;:_Oeilr:3 h
bot if it appears to the court at the hearing of the petition that the petiti l-
ogl:ained leave to present the petition by any misrepresentation or cglé_(cx;ge
t of the nature of the case, the court may, if it pronounces a 1
?enso subject to the condition that the decree shall not have effect u(rlx.t;_
a?ter the expiry of three years from the date t(')f' the Lnii;ni]g:yo;emé{) : glht'

i tition without prejudice to any petition w ; ught

g%lt?ai‘ ttllj](f:: lggpiration of the said three years Eupﬂclm ;hfitfgfioogi:;?:stggtlaliy

s those alleged in support of the petitic V%
h S(azr;mlnf ag:pgsing of any application under this section for leav? to ptlif
ent a petition for divorce before the expiration of three years ronfl ane'
iiale of the marriage, the court shall have regard to the interests o y
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children of the marriage and to the i
. _anc question whether there is a bl
probability of a reconciliat i Cgivetion
o saiyd A years.“a ton between the parties before the expiration
15. Divorced persons when may m i i
: _ y marry again.—When
g;:?n Sdtlst(fg?ec?y a de_cfrfii of divorce anq either there is no ?igrll]]? r(l;}faga;p}ﬁ?
: lecree or, if there is such a right of appeal, the time f
ing has expired without an appeal having b b R
has been presented but has been dismi R e e
. smissed, i
partyP ! gled n{larriagc o i :1 ed. it shall be lawful for either
rovided that it shall not be lawful for the respecti i
. ! pective parties to m:
t@gam unless at the date of such marriage at least one ygar E:has Oc]?dfég
romI éhe Eate_t_of the dfecree in the court of the first instance -
. Legitimacy of children of void and voidable marri
. . . rr o)
g eéitci:g;eel ;f Eilulhtifl . ;(Si %jranted in respect of any marriage undcrlzggfion‘?]fe(l;i
., any child begotten or conceived before the d i
would have been the legitimate child of the i A B Bl
‘ : ' parties to the m if i
ﬁild bt;'ee;ll g;iigév%(; msltlt?fd (})lf llllat\;mg been declared null and voiacfrt;ginﬁuil}
( nullity shall be dee i iti i
w1thsi:);andiélg Sy gf LA med to be their legitimate child not-
rovided that nothing contained in this section
: _ i shall b
E)?n;ilgﬁﬁ:du%on agy eluldfof :;1 marriage which is declared ensﬁnit;geio?g
y a decree of nullity any rights in or to the
person other than the parents in any case wh b A
this Act, such child would have been inca o for_ degpasiug of
+8 ) pable of possess iri
any slu7ch ;ghfzhlla.)lr riasoin l(,)f his not being the ]egitimzli)te chi]]c!i1 gofoil;isa c;)%lll'::?l?sg
. Punishment of bigamy.—Any marriage betwee i .
solehmmzeq after the commencement of this A(%t is void 13; att“;ﬁe cll_:Ialtgdg;
:.iu(;:ns gazlggggnelgzr padﬁig!lsmdf a husband or wife living ; and the provi
of sections 494 an of the Indi ’ )
shalilgpply ey e Indian Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860)
. Punishment for confravention of certain oth
: I ‘ er conditi
Hindu marriage.—Every "person who procures a marriage of h;}nlzzel%or 0?
herself to be solemnized under this Act in contravention of the conditions
specified in c_lauses (iii), (iv), (v) and (vi) of section 5 shall be punishab]e-;
(a) in the case of a contravention of the condition specified in
%lf:::‘:e ((1111) of secupt?l Sﬁ with simple imprisonment which may extend to
n days, or wi i j '
s b}éth : W ne which may extend to one thousand rupees,
(b) in' the case of a contravention of the conditi i i
; _ ndition spec
clause (iv) or clause (v) of section 5, with simple jmprisonnfen:ﬁ\;ﬁiéﬁ
;may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to
,thouiand rupees, or with both; and s
c) in the case of a contravention of the conditi i i
' S [ ¢ tion specified
clause (vi) of section 5 s S it
1-upe’es‘( ) section 5, with fine which may extend to one thousand
(7 e l;Iu,risdiction and Procedure
. . Court to which petition should be made.—Every petiti
this Act shall be pr.esente_d'to_the district court within tge ploéglo I}im;ltgdg;
whose ordinary original civil jurisdiction the marriage was solemnized
the ggsbaéld tand wife reside or last resided together i
. Contents and verification of petitions.—(1 E.ve iti
septedu under this Act shall state as distinctly as the )natur?ofpt%ét[g:se pge-
?l:latg ttilale facts on \lfsihlgh the claim to relief is founded and shall also in)ag
ere is no co iti
By e usion between the petitioner and the other party to the

L e
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¢2) The statements contained in every petition under this Act shall be

verified by the ! petitioner’ -'QE sonie other competent’ person in the manner
required by law for'the vérification 'of  plaints, ‘and 'mRay, at the hearing, be
referradiitd geabvidedee 1119997 olos o SRR S A

1

“21. 'Application “of ‘Act* V of 1908.—Subject {0 the other provisions

contained in this Act ‘and to" such ‘tules ‘as the High Couft may make in
this behalf, all ‘procecdings under this Act shall be regulated, as far as may
be, by the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V oof 11908). -
12200 Proceedings may be in camerd and may not be priated or pub-
lished.——(1)"'A ‘proceecding- under this AGt shall-'be conducted'in camera
if either patty so desires or if the court so thinks fit to'de, and it shall not
be lawful fof any person te print or publish any matter in relation to any
such proceeding cxcept with the previous permission’ of the court.

(2) If any person prints or publishes any matter in contravention of
the provisions contained in’ sub-section (1), he shall be punishable with fing
which may extend to one thousand Tupees. ! o

93. Decree in proceedings.—1) In any proceeding wnder this Act,
whether defended or not, if ‘the court is satisfied that-—

- (a) any of the grounds for granting relief exists and the petitioner
is not in any way taking advantage of his or her own wrong or diss

i . ability for the purpose of such relief, and ‘ f
i 211 (b)y where ‘the- ground of the petition is the ground specified in
w1 clause (f) of sub-section (1) of section 10, or in clause (i) of sub-section (1Y
1L of section'13, the petitioner has not in-any manfier seen accessory to or
connived at or condoned the act or acts complained of, or where the
(1o ground 'Of the petition is’ cruehty the petitioner has not in any manner
i vcondonied the eruelty, and - :

{1 Ji(c)'the petition is''not presented or prosecuted in collusion with

the respondent, and HALE ‘

" (Q) there has'not been any' unmecessary or ‘impropet delay in insti-

‘tuting the proceedhg, and L XEHE R :

"1 (e) there is no other legal ground why relief should not be granted,

then, and in such a case, but not otherwise, ‘the court shall decree such

relief accordingly! = - i W _

2) Before proceeding to grant any relief undez this ‘Act, it shall be the
duty of the court in the first instance, in every case where it is possible so
to do consistently with the hature and circumstances of the case, to make
every endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between the parties.

94 Maintenanceé pendete lite and expenses of proeeedings.—Where
in any proceeding under this Act it appears to the court that either the
wife or the husband, as the case may be, has no independent income suffi<
cient for her or his suppert and the necessary €Xpenscs of the proceeding,
it may, on the application of the wife or the husband, order the respondent
t0 pay to the petitioner the expenses of the proceeding, and monthly during
the proceeding 'such sum as, having regard to the petitioner’s own income
amli the inceme of the respondent, it may seem 1o the court to be reason-
able.

25, Permanent alimony and maintenance—(1) Any courf exercising
jurisdiction under this Act may, at the time of passing any decree or at any
time ' subsequent thereto, on application made to it for the purpose by
cither the wife or the husband, as the case may be, prder that the respon-
dent shall, while the applicant remains unmarried, pay to the applicant for
her ‘or his maintenance and support such gross sum or such monthly or
periodical sum for a term not exceeding the life of the applicant as, having
fecard to the respondent’s own income and other property, if any, the



&

ib - -

od Hede oA gt 1sban pioittisg veves ab Bania smyisie. Al (£)
income and other property of the applicant and the conduct of the parties,
it may seem to the court to be just, and any such payment may be secured,
if necessary, by a charge on the immovable property of the respondent,,
¢ . (2) If the court is satisfied that there is-a change in the cirgumstances
of either party at any time after it has made an order under subssection (1),
it may, at, the instance of cither party, vary, modify or rescind any such
order in such manner as the court may deem just. {3 ety

v (3) If ;the court is satisfied that the party in whose favour an order
has been made under this section has remarried or, if such party is.the
wife, that she has not remained chaste, or, if such party is the husband,
that he has had sexual in ¢ with any woman outside wedlock, it
shall rescind the order. . -
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2. 26, Custody. of children.—In 'a'ny;\»%eding, under this, Act, the court
may, from time to time, pass such interim orders and make such provi-
sions in the decree as it may deem just and proper with respect to the
custody, maintenance and education of minor children, consistently with
their, wishes, wherever possible, and. may, after the decree, upon application
by petition, for the purpese, make from. time to time, all such. orders and

provisions with respect to the custody, maintenance and education of such.

children as, might have been made by such, decree or interim orders in
case- the proceeding for, obtaining: suchpdecree were still pending, and the
court may also from time to time revoke, suspend or vary any such orders
and provisigns preyiously made, ;. yo v o Lo o

20127 - Dispgsal of property.—In any proceeding under this Act, the court
may make such provisions in the decre as it deems just and proper with
tespect to @any, property presented, at or about,the time of marriage, which
may belong jointly to both the husband and the wife, . gooe ks

-~ 28.. Enforcement of, and appeal from, decrees and orders.—All decrees
and orders made by the court in any proceeding under this Act shall be
enforced in like manner as the decrees and orders of the court made in
the exercise of its, original civil jurisdiction are enofrced, and may be
appealed from under any law for the time being in force: v i

- Provided that there shall be no appeal on the subject of costs only.

Savings and iiepealé

2. Savings—(1) A maiage solemnized between Hindus before the

commencement of this Agt, which is otherwise valid, shall not be deemed to
be invalid or ever to have been invalid by reason only of the fact that the
parties thereto belonged . to, the same gomra or pravara or belonged
to different religions, castes or sub-divisions of the same caste,

- (2) Nothing contained in this Act shall be deemed to, affect any right
recognised by custom or conferred by amy special enactment to obtain the
digsolution, of a Hindu marriage, whether solemnized before or after the
commencement of this Act. .

+ . (3) Nothing contained in this; Act shall affect any. proceeding under
any law for the time being in force for declaring, any. marriage to be mull
and void, or for annulling or dissolving any marriage or for judicial separa-
tion pending at the commencement of this Act, and any such proceeding
may be continued and determined as if this Act had not been passed.

.. (4) Nothing contained in this Act, shall be deemed to affect the pro-
visions contained in the Special Marriage Act, 1954 (43 of 1954) with res-
pect to marpiages between Hindus solemnized under that Act, whether before
or after the commencement of this Act.

— indu Marriage Disabilities Removal Ack, 1948
Theﬁglélu uMarriag'eE Validity Act, 19A4£; _(ﬁ)g %f; ;:3?:?;
' tion of Hindu Bigamous Marriages Act, 12 A
t}ilgt B}?%%a%fpi%‘ﬁ; K;Iﬁe Bombay Hindu Divorce Atfi:t, _I‘J:g ggﬁlé:)y :::tli

) i i ntion a ce) Act,
XX of 1947), the Madras Hindu (Bigamy tgrel"r:eﬁention Sk

1949 (Madras Act VI of 1949), the Saurash‘t’ o 1950) pnd fhe Sanrashie

iages Act, 1950 (Saurashtra Act _
U e Aot 1052 (Saurashira Act XXX of 1952) ate hereby

repealed:

~ 30. Re
(XXVIII of 1946), the

i i e vl s il

: PAC DAS, .0 o
for Secy. o the Goyt. of Assam, Leg. & Judk Depf,
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